Warfarin Anticoagulation and Spontaneous Pectoral Haematomas.
Warfarin is the oldest and most commonly used anticoagulant in the outpatient setting. Major bleeding events remain as the most life threatening complication of this medication. Bleeding into enclosed structures and body cavities can be fatal in acute scenarios or cause continuous exsanguination if left unnoticed. Pectoral haematomas are an unusual presentation of bleeding diathesis, and are also seldom reported in the literature. We present three cases of patients with development of spontaneous pectoral haematoma during therapy with warfarin alone or with heparin bridging in the treatment of atrial fibrillation and thromboembolism.